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UNIT

Research Unit:

Next-Generation
Urban Habitat’s

“Creative Neighborhoods”: The Design of New Social Mechanisms

Y-GSA’ s Research: “Next-Generation Urban Habitat”
will design and study a spatial habitat model (one that
is low-rise, and of high or appropriate density) for a
sustainable society and city of the twenty-first
century, responsive to the high risks-the Japan
Syndrome, as some have called it - to which society
is exposed and based on the concept of “Creative
Neighborhoods.” An attempt will be made, through
research, to construct a new urban theory and
undertake experiments and/or implementations in
actual cities including Yokohama. This research will
be carried out in coordination with action-oriented
overseas academy institutions or think tanks involved
in architectural and urban design that are studying
next-generation urban images and social models.

Unit Member

Principal Investigator Professor Koh KITAYAMA

Rainer HEHL (planned)

Senior Researcher of ETH Zurich, Guest Professor of TU Berlin
Collaborating Investigator Professor Satoru SADOHARA
Associate Professor Taku NOHARA
IAS Visiting Professor Kazuhisa ORIYAMA
IAS Visiting Assistant Professor Yutaro MURAJI
Research Strategy Manager Mariko TERADA

Adjunct Investigator

Manager-Satff

Koh Kitayama

Born in Kagawa Prefecture, 1950. Completed master’s
program, Yokohama National University. Founded
WORKSHOP, 1978 (co-principal). Assistant professor,
Yokohama National University, 1995; founded
architecture WORKSHOP (principal), same year.
Professor, Yokohama National University, 2001. Since
2007, professor, Y-GSA. Currently participating in
Yokohama Inner Harbor Development Concept and
Yokohama Station Area Reconstruction Plan for
Yokohama City Government. Commissioner, International
Architecture Exhibition, Venice Biennale, 2010. His many
works include Katta Public General Hospital, 2002 (in
collaboration; AlJ Commendation; JIA Prize); G-FLAT,
2006 (JIA Prize; AlJ Prize); and Yutenji Apartments, 2010
(Annual Architectural Design Commendation).

Research Program

2011

Tokyo urban ring MACHIYA PROJECT

In this project, we aim to transform the densely concentrated
area as the most problematic ring in Tokyo into the most
attractive urban tissues.

2013-

Research on Socio-Environmental Unit

Research to conceive an architecture that is a “spatial device for
promoting human relationships” and serve as a “socio-environmental
unit.” This architecture that will serve as a “socio-environmental unit”
is likely to be a mixed system of private spaces, common spaces and
public spaces.

2014-

Research on Creative Neighborhoods

Our proposal for the community of the twenty-first century is for
a transformation from a social system centered on industry to a
social system and urban structure centered on everyday life. We
call this design of new social mechanisms that have to do with
human relationships “creative neighborhoods.”
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